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Lecture  Delivered  December  20,  1903,  at  a Public 
Meeting  of  the  Dorshei  Zion  Society 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

BY  DR.  ISIDORE  SINGER 

{Reprint  from  the  “ Reform  Advocate"  ( Chicago : editor , Dr.  E.  G.  Hirsch ) 
of  January  2,  1904] 


Mr.  President , Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

When  your  friends  of  the  Zion  Educational  League 
invited  me,  five  weeks  ago,  to  explain  to  them  my  at- 
titude toward  Zionism  and,  in  particular,  my  personal 
views  with  regard  to  the  solution  of  the  Jewish  prob- 
lem, I told  them  pointblank  why  I was  not  a partisan 
of  political  Zionism.  I suggested,  at  the  same  time, 
the  elaboration,  in  unison  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  B nai  B rith  and  other  Jewish  organizations,  of  a 
broad  platform  acceptable  to  every  Jew  with  genuine 
Jewish  feelings,  whether  he  be  a Chasid,  a simple  or- 
thodox, a reformer,  yes,  or  a religious  nihilist ; whether 
his  cradle  stood  in  Kovno,  Duesseldorf,  Paris,  New 
York,  or  San  Francisco  ; and,  lastly,  whether  he  be  a 
full  or  half  breed  nationalist  or  a rabid  assimilationist. 
This  formulation  of  principles  once  accomplished,  I 
urged  upon  your  Zionistic  brethren  to  undertake, 
again  in  unison  with  the  entire  house  of  Israel, 
a gigantic  campaign  throughout  the  United  States, 
concentrating  the  entire  financial,  moral,  and  intel- 
lectual strength  of  our  coreligionists,  in  so  far  it  be 
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free  for  altruistic  outlet,  upon  a sole  purpose  : the 
final  and  definite  deliverance  of  the  six  millions  of 
Russian,  Rumanian,  and  Galician  Jews  from  their 
political  and  economic  bondage — within  or  without 
the  boundaries  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 

The  Associated  Press  did  us  the  great  honor  to 
dispatch  their  representative  to  our  meeting,  and  the 
next  day,  November  x 6,  several  hundreds  of  dailies 
throughout  the  United  States  published  a telegraphic 
report  of  Dr.  Fales’  and  my  own  address. 

Short  and  distorted  as  this  report  was,  and  printed 
under  such  exciting  headlines  as  “ Plan  to  Bring  all 
Russian  Jews  Here,”  “ Initial  Movement  of  Scheme 
to  Cause  General  Exodus  from  the  Land  of  the 
Czar,”  etc.,  I was  satisfied  to  know  that  these  de- 
spatches formed  the  subject  of  discussion  in  thousands 
of  Jewish  homes.  In  this  way  it  brought  many  of 
our  coreligionists,  who  had  already  forgotten  Kishi- 
nef  and  Gomel  for  an  hour  or  so,  again  face  to  face 
with  their  duty  toward  their  unhappy  brethren  in 
eastern  Europe. 

Since  I wish  to  make  of  the  central  idea  of  my  Zion 
Educational  League  speech  the  main  topic  of  our  dis- 
cussion to-day,  allow  me  to  read  to  you  one  of  these 
reports  {ex  i/tio  discite  omnes ),  for  they  are  all  more  or 
less  identical  : 

“To  transport  the  entire  Jewish  population  of  Rus- 
sia to  this  country  is  the  plan  which  had  its  initial 
discussion  last  night  at  the  meeting  of  the  Zion  Edu- 
cational League  at  No.  61  Rivington  Street,  called  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  Jewish  emigration  from 
the  land  of  the  Czar. 

“ The  assessment  of  a tax  upon  the  rich  Jews  of  the 
country  of  two  per  cent,  of  their  yearly  income  was 
proposed,  and  this  plan  was  given  favorable  considera- 
tion. With  this  money  it  is  believed  that  the  Jewish 
population  now  in  Russia  can  be  brought  to  this 
country  and  scattered  over  the  Western  States. 

“ It  was  also  proposed  that  an  attempt  be  made  to 
have  the  $45,000,000  left  by  the  late  Baron  de  Hirsch 


2 


transferred  from  London  to  New  York,  and  that  the 
work  of  transporting  the  Russian  Jews  to  this  country 
be  carried  on  from  this  city.  The  establishment  of  a 
direct  line  of  steamships  between  New  York  and 
Odessa,  on  the  Black  Sea,  was  proposed,  in  order  that 
the  Russian  Jews  might  be  brought  here  without 
having  to  travel  through  European  countries,  where 
they  would  be  subjected  to  humiliation  and  indig- 
nities. 

“Among  the  speakers  at  the  meeting  last  night 
were  Dr.  Isidore  Singer,  editor  of  ‘ The  Jewish  Ency- 
clopedia,’ and  Dr.  W.  E.  S.  Fales.  Albert  Schonberg, 
president  of  the  League,  presided.  Dr.  Isidore  Singer, 
taking  as  his  subject  ‘ Emancipation,  Emigration,  or 
Extermination,’  said: 

“‘There  is  no  probability  of  the  emancipation  of 
the  Jews  in  Russia  under  the  present  political  and 
economical  conditions.  Extermination  is  not  to  be 
considered  except  from  a Russian  viewpoint,  so  the 
only  remaining  alternative  is  emigration.  The  hap- 
penings at  the  last  Congress  have  eliminated  political 
Zionism  from  the  question.  The  most  practical  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  is  to  be  found  in  an  organization 
of  all  the  Jews  of  the  United  States  whose  sole  pur- 
pose will  be  to  aid  the  Russian  Jews  to  escape  from 
their  prosecutors.  It  is  my  intention  to  start  a move- 
ment to  ascertain  whether  the  wealthy  Jews  of  Amer- 
ica are  willing  to  give  two  per  cent,  of  their  yearly 
income  to  aid  this  work.”’ 

And  now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  will  probably  in- 
terest you  also  to  know  the  editorial  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  leading  Jewish  paper  of  the  world,  The 
Jewish  Chronicle , of  London,  which  is  not  only  read 
but  also  respected  by  those  who  hold  in  their  hands 
the  strings  of  the  purse  containing  the  $45,000,000  of 
the  late  Baron  Maurice  de  Hirsch.  The  Chronicle , in 
ts  issue  of  December  4,  devoted  two  editorials  to  the 
question,  respectively  entitled  “ Wholesale  Emigra- 
:ion  ” and  “ America’s  Receptivity.” 

“ Wholesale  Emigration. — We  print  in  another  column 
in  interesting  account  of  a meeting  held  in  New  York 
■ecently  to  consider  a proposal  for  the  wholesale  emi- 
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gration  of  the  Jews  from  Russia.  This  truly  Amer- 
ican project  is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  ameli- 
oration of  the  Jewish  lot  in  Russia  itself  is  a hopeless 
dream.  It  consequently  discards  the  policy  of  solving 
the  Russian  question  in  Russia,  and  adopts  with 
American  strenuousness  what  is  to  Dr.  Singer  the 
only  alternative  policy:  that  of  emigration.  Dr.  Singer 
himself  propounds  a scheme  for  effecting  this  very  desir- 
able purpose.  The  Jews  in  America  are  to  be  divided 
up,  on  a property  basis,  into  a series  of  clubs  or 
lodges.  Each  section  is  to  elect  a number  of  officers, 
from  among  whom  a Jewish  Board  of  Delegates  is  to 
be  formed.  This  Board  in  its  turn  has  to  appoint  a 
regular  Jewish  Cabinet,  with  various  departments 
for  Russia,  Rumania,  etc.,  for  immigration,  educa- 
tion, and  so  on.  The  sinews  of  war,  we  gather,  are 
to  be  provided  by  a voluntary  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on 
th£  income  of  the  members.  In  addition  to  this  some- 
what remarkable  scheme,  there  is  proposed  to  estab- 
lish a direct  line  of  steamers  between  Odessa  and 
New  York,  so  as  to  avoid  the  wearying  journey  across 
other  countries  to  the  port  of  embarkation — a proposal 
«' hie h,  if  carried  through , would  rid  our  emigration  re- 
turns of  the  disturbing  element  of  the  transmigrants.  We, 
in  this  old  country,  may  stand  aghast  at  the  splendid 
audacity  which  does  not  shrink  from  the  task  of 
transporting  five  or  six  million  people  over  the  sea. 
But  we  must  admire  the  spirit  in  which  this  task  is 
proposed,  and  the  readiness  of  those  who  framed  it  to 
assume  the  leadership  of  Jewry  in  the  solution  of  the 
greatest  problem  that  confronts  the  race.  Moreover, 
everybody  will  agree  that  all  Jews  taken  from  Russia 
represent  not  only  so  many  brands  plucked  from  the 
fire,  but  so  much  relief  granted  to  those  who  remain 
behind.  We  do  not  suppose  that  Dr.  Singer  imagines 
that  the  mass  of  Russian  Jews  can  be  removed  in  a 
body  to  America.  What  he  calculates,  no  doubt,  is 
that  great  numbers  might  emigrate  to  the  States. 
But  supposing  that  the  new  movement  secured  the 
necessary  funds,  the  question  arises  whether  the 
United  States  is  prepared  to  receive  a few  million 
more  Jews  in  addition  to  the  1,200,000  it  already  pos- 
sesses.” 

“ American  Receptivity. — We  are  afraid  that  Dr.  Sin- 
ger hardly  does  sufficient  justice  to  the  feeling  of 
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malaise  which  has  seized  many  Americans  upon  this 
question  of  immigration.  The  uneasiness  and  the 
desire  at  least  half  to  close  the  door  is  unmistak- 
able to  a foreign  observer.  But  on  this  matter  Eng- 
lish opinion  must  needs  yield  to  that  of  natives.  Mr. 
Oscar  S.  Straus,  in  an  interview  published  in  The 
Jewish  Chronicle  last  October,  gave  it  as  his  deliber- 
ate opinion  that  “ the  natural  immigration  of  Jews 
(into  the  States)  is  not  likely  to  be  interfered  with,” 
and  against  that  reassuring  judgment  it  is  impossible 
forjan  outsiderto  contend.  Mr.  Claude  G.  Montefiore, 
too,  in  his  annual  address  to  the  Anglo-Jewish  Asso- 
ciation some  two  weeks  after  the  interview  with  Mr. 
Straus,  pointed  out  that  “ the  scene  ” of  the  solution 
of  the  Russian  problem  is  to  be  found  “in  the  great 
republic  beyond  the  Atlantic.”  “ There,”  he  added, 
“in  spite  of  the  present  terrible  congestion  in  New 
York,  and  the  difficulties  which  have  been  caused  by 
the  large  and  hasty  immigration  of  recent  years— 
there  we  have  good  reason  to  hope  and  to  look  for- 
ward. The  future  of  Judaism  and  of  the  Jews  lies  less 
in  the  Old  World  than  in  the  New.  . . . For  a long 

while  to  come  the  United  States  must  be  the  main 
harbor  of  shelter.”  The  one  danger  lies  in  the  fact 
that,  as  Mr.  Straus  says,  the  immigrants  persist  in  hug- 
ging the  port  of  entry.  We  can  not  imagine  that  the 
country  will  allow  the  Ghetto  of  New  York  to  be  still 
further  swollen  to  any  serious  extent.  But  if  Dr. 
Singer  can  accelerate  the  process  of  decentralization 
and  the  inducements  held  out  to  immigrants  to 
make  their  homes  in  the  Western  States  are  an  ele- 
ment of  encouragement — then  we  do  not  see  why  the 
great  republic  should  not  receive  many  more  thou- 
sands of  Jews  than  it  already  shelters.  In  America, 
as  in  England,  the  one  great  cry  should  be,  Decen- 
tralize ! Decentralize  ! Decentralize  ! The  attach- 
ment to  the  Ghetto  seems  to  be  the  most  tragic 
misfortune  which  the  Ghetto  has  inflicted  on  the  race, 
and  unless  we  can  shake  off  the  fatal  love  of  concen- 
tration the  progress  of  Jewry  will  be  fatally  blocked. 
We  hope  that  whatever  is  practicable  in  Dr.  Singer’s 
scheme  will  be  carried  through.  But  one  can  not  help 
thinking  that  the  multiplication  of  congregational 
societies,  all  working  in  practical  independence,  spells 
a certain  amount  of  disorganization,  while  no  efforts 


should  be  spared  that  all  may  work  in  harmony  on 
common  lines  and  for  a common  end.” 

This  last  sentence,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  itself  an 
echo  of  my  own  address,  must  indeed  become  our 
motto  in  the  future  if  we  really  mean  business — that 
is,  if  we  decide  at  last  to  replace  idle  talk  and  speech- 
making by  real,  earnest  work.  Perhaps  on  the  very 
day  the  editor  of  The  Jewish  Chronicle  penned  the 
above  editorials,  expressing  apprehension  of  my  policy 
of  Greater  Zionism,  in  which  he  feared  that  “ I may 
hardly  have  done  justice  to  the  feeling  of  malaise 
which  has  seized  many  Americans  upon  the  question 
of  immigration,”  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Theodore  Roosevelt,  may  have  given  final  shape  to 
his  annual  message  to  Congress  (December  7),  which 
contained  the  following  paragraph  on  the  immigra- 
tion question  : 

“ We  can  not  have  too  much  immigration  of  the  right 
kind , and  we  should  have  none  at  all  of  the  wrong  kind. 
The  need  is  to  devise  some  system  by  which  undesirable  un- 
migrants shall  be  kept  out  entirely , while  desirable  immi- 
grants are  properly  distributed  throughout  the  country . At 
present  some  districts  which  need  inunigrants  have  none , 
and  in  others,  where  the  population  is  already  con- 
gested, immigrants  come  in  such  numbers  as  to 
depress  the  condition  of  life  for  those  already  there.’ 

Brethren  and  Sisters  of  the  Zionistic  Camp,  this 
solemn  official  statement  of  the  President  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  an  indirect  invi- 
tation to  us  Jews  to  work  out  a feasible  plan  harmon- 
izing in  behalf  of  our  downtrodden  brethren  in  Russia 
the  interests  of  brotherly  love  and  the  inexorable  dic- 
tates of  political  economy.  It  is  up  to  us  to  discharge 
our  duty  as  men  and  Jews,  attacking  fearlessly  and 
with  a spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  the  tremen- 
dous task  which  Providence  seems  to  have  imposed 
upon  us  Jews  of  America. 
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You,  yourself,  and  your  sister  society,  the  Zion 
Educational  League,  knew,  or  at  least  instinctively 
felt,  that  my  policy  of  Greater  Zionism  means,  if  not 
the  annihilation  of  your  dearest  dreams,  certainly  the 
swallowing  up  of  your  miniature  Palestine-Uganda 
scheme  by  my  gigantic  plan  embracing  the  entire 
New  World.  The  fact  that  in  spite  of  this  knowledge 
you,  Dorshei  Zion  people,  have  invited  me  as  your 
guest  on  your  Feast  of  Ingathering,  on  your  Shekel- 
Day,  proves  that  the  true  Zionists  are  men  of  courage, 
and  have,  after  all,  only  one  main  purpose:  the  salva- 
tion of  our  unfortunate  brethren  in  the  East.  Your 
two  great  leaders,  Theodore  Herzl  and  Max  Noraau, 
both  compatriots  and  personal  acquaintances  of  mine, 
are,  alas!  surrounded,  here  and  abroad,  by  Zionistic 
ventriloquists,  who  might  have  been  and  may  be  able 
to  deceive  children  and  the  unsophisticated,  but  not 
serious  men,  who  gauge  the  true  Leitmotives  of  their 
fellow  citizens  rather  by  their  deeds  than  by  their 
phraseology. 

Then,  to  begin  with,  in  order  to  avoid  any  misun- 
derstanding in  the  future,  may  I be  permitted  to 
state  here  most  emphatically  that  my  plan  of  salva- 
tion includes  not  merely,  as  the  papers  represented 
it  to  be,  the  great  American  Republic,  but  the  entire 
New  World — i.e.,  Canada,  the  United  States,  Central 
and  South  America,  Australia  and  South  Africa. 
These  vast  countries,  with  their  inexhaustible  natural 
resources,  inhabited  for  the  greater  part  by  progress- 
ive and  energetic  people,  immigrants  themselves,  or 
descendants  of  immigrants,  and  therefore  more  tol- 
erant toward  “ foreigners”  than  the  conservative  pop- 
ulations of  Europe,  with  their  national,  social,  and 
racial  prejudices — these  immense  territories  can  swal- 
low up,  in  the  course  of  twenty-five  to  thirty  years, 
four  or  five  million  immigrants  of  the  Russian  and 
Rumanian  type  without  being  in  the  slightest  danger 
of  dying  of  economic  indigestion.  The  whole  thing 


is  to  find  the  Archimedean  nov  6 too  of  immigration  to 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  alluded  in 
his  aforementioned  memorable  message:  the  choice 
of  fit  material,  and  the  systematic  distribution  of  it. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
French  shareholders,  in  their  implicit  faith  in  the 
genius  of  Ferdinand  de  Lesseps,  twenty  odd  years 
ago,  contributed  their  shekels  toward  the  cutting  of 
the  Panama  Canal.  The  latter’s  history  being,  to  a 
certain  extent,  analogous  to  the  history  of  Zionism, 
and  the  canal  itself  constituting  the  starting-point  for 
my  exodus  plan,  I wish  to  present  to  you  in  this  con- 
nection a few  historical  and  technical  facts. 

As  early  as  1551  the  idea  of  a ship-canal  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  occupied  the  minds  of  the 
Spaniards,  but,  like  a certain  class  of  our  own  ultra- 
orthodox fanatics — platonic  Zionists,  who  await  the 
Messiah  with  their  Psalters  on  their  knees — the  bigot 
King  of  Spain,  Philip  II.,  forbade  his  subjects  offering 
anyfurther  encouragement  to  the  ship-canal  project  as 
running  counter  to  the  “ Divine  order  ” of  established 
things.  Let  us  skip  threecenturies,and  resume  the  ro- 
mance in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  From 
1843  to  1879,  when  Ferdinand  de  Lesseps  had  taken  up 
the  matter, the  French  engineer  Garella,the  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  Panama  Railroad,  George  M.  Totten,  and 
Commander  E.  P.  Lull,  U.  S.  N.,  made  at  different 
intervals  various  surveys  of  a practicable  line  for  an 
interoceanic  ship-canal.  Who  is  not  reminded  of  the 
three  forerunners  of  Theodore  Herzl  : Simcha  Pins- 
ker,  Hirsch  Kalischer,  and  Moses  Hess?  On  May  15, 
1879,  the  Panama  congress,  convened  and  presided 
over  by  de  Lesseps,  met  in  Paris;  twenty-four  coun- 
tries were  represented.  Who  again  can  help  thinking 
of  the  first  Zionist  Congress  at  Basel  from  the  twenty- 
ninth  to  the  thirty-first  of  August,  1897  ? There  is 
only  this  difference:  that  de  Lesseps  had  from  the  start 
the  building  concession  guaranteed  by  the  govern- 


ment  of  Colombia  in  his  pocket,  while  your  leaders 
were  unable  to  obtain  their  charter  from  Sultan  Abd- 
ul Hamid.  Work  on  the  canal  began  February  14, 
1880.  The  original  estimate  made  by  the  Panama 
Canal  congress  was  $120,000,000.  At  the  close  of  1888 
the  amount  expended  was  $200,000,000,  altho  at 
that  time  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  wrork 
was  completed.  The  lottery  loan  scheme  having 
failed — the  French  shareholders  having  lost  confi- 
dence in  the  scheme  and  in  its  originator — work  ceased 
on  the  Isthmus  in  1889.  The  canal  was  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  a receiver.  In  November,  1903,  plucky 
Uncle  Sam  took  the  matter  in  hand  with  his  habitual 
strenuousness.  The  government  of  Bogota  (similar  in 
this  respect  to  Yildiz  Kiosk),  having  asked  too  much, 
will  get  nothing  at  all,  while  the  Republic  of  Panama 
is  to-day  recognized  by  the  most  powerful  nations  of 
the  earth.  Within  a few  years  the  dream  of  genera- 
tions of  engineers,  shipbuilders,  and  statesmen  will 
have  been  realized  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  successors 
of  the  Spaniards  in  the  New  World  and  Eastern 
Asia.  . . . 

Will  the  young  but  powerful  American  branch  of 
the  old  European  Jewries  in  its  turn  carry  out  the 
scheme  of  Jewish  salvation  planned  by  Herzl  and 
his  noble  forerunners?  The  events  of  the  near  future 
will  furnish  the  answer  to  this  momentous  question. 

As  to  myself,  I confess  I never  had  the  faintest  hope 
of  seeingin  my  days  Israel’s  return  to  the  barren  cradle 
of  its  glorious  past,  with  its  halukka-ridden  Jewish 
population,  its  fanatic  Christian  and  Arab  inhabitants, 
its  corrupted  Turkish  government,  and  the  interna- 
tional jealousies  of  the  European  powers  hovering 
over  the  whole  like  birds  of  prey  over  victims  bleed- 
ing to  death.  But  I never  discouraged  the  partisans 
of  your  movement  ; on  the  contrary,  I sympathized 
with  it  with  “ my  whole  heart  and  my  whole  soul.” 
For  what  sincere  Jew  could  withhold  his  admiration 
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from  men  who  set  out  to  deliver  our  brethren  from 
political  persecution  and  a systematic  cruel  starvation? 
When  I had  read,  however,  the  stenographic  reports 
of  the  fifth  Congress,  which,  you  know,  was  held  at 
Basel,  December  29  and  30,  1901,  my  doubts  in  the  suc- 
cess of  Herzl’s  scheme  became  almost  a certainty.  In 
a series  of  articles  on  “The  Jewish  Renaissance  in 
America,”  which  were  printed  throughout  the  Jewish 
press  of  Europe  during  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  1902,  from  the  Centralblad  in  Amsterdam  and 
the  Univers  Israelite  in  Paris  to  the  Voskhod  and 
Hameliz  in  Russia  and  the  Spaniolish  papers  in 
Salonica,  I treated  also  of  the  Zionistic  movement. 
I invited  Herzl  and  Nordau  to  convene  eventually  the 
sixth  Zionistic  Congress  in  New  York  City,  thus  trans- 
ferring the  center  of  the  Zionistic  movement  to  this 
great  and  progressive  continent.  I even  hinted  at  the 
probability  that  President  Theodore  Roosevelt,  as  well 
as  Andrew  Carnegie  (whose  splendid  Educational 
League  speech  of  December  13th,  in  favor  of  the  open- 
door  policy,  most  of  you  have  certainly  read  in  your 
papers),  President  Roosevelt  representing  the  gov- 
ernment, and  Carnegie,  as  spokesman  of  the  philan- 
thropic plutocracy  of  this  country,  might  be  glad  to 
have  a familiar  chat  on  this  tremendous  international 
problem  with  the  two  genial  Austrain  writers  and 
courageous  champions  of  a downtrodden  race.  The 
psychological  moment  has  been,  alas  ! missed  by  your 
leaders,  and  it  has  now  become  the  ambition  of  my 
life  to  continue  their  great  work  under  another  shape 
and  on  a larger  scene,  or  rather  to  prepare  the  ground 
for  men  abler  and  worthier  than  I to  carry  out  the 
gigantic  scheme  of  the  Russian  Exodus,  whose  first 
principles  have  been  elaborated  by  the  powerful  brain 
of  the  late  Baron  Maurice  de  Hirsch.  This  scheme 
has  naturally  been  modified  by  various  and  manifold 
events  that  have  happened  since  the  death  of  Baron 
de  Hirsch  (April  20,  1896),  mainly,  however,  by  the 
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development  of  the  Zionistic  movement  (Herzl’s 
“Judenstaat”  appeared  in  the  same  year  Baron  de 
Hirsch  died,  and  sixteen  months  later  the  first  Con- 
gress met  at  Basel),  by  Kishinef,  and — last,  but  not 
least — by  Uncle  Sam’s  Hazaka  upon  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama. 

The  following,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  is,  in  a nut- 
shell, the  plan  of  salvation  which  I herewith  humbly 
submit  to  the  world,  speaking,  of  course,  only  in  my 
own  name,  and  engaging  in  no  way  whatever  the 
responsibility  of  those  institutions  with  which  I am 
officially  connected: 

The  establishment  of  two  well-equipped  steamship  lines , 
under  Jewish  management  and  entirely  belotiging  to  us 
Jews,  plying  via  Panama  and  Suez  three  times  a month 
between  Libau , on  the  Baltic , and  Odessa , on  the  Black 
Sea,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Pacific  Coast,  Australia, 
and  South  A frica  on  the  other. 

I submit  this  plan  of  mine,  first,  to  the  Russian 
government,  which  will  be  certainly  glad  to  see  its 
Jewish  problem  solved  by  others  free  of  charge.  I 
submit  it,  secondly,  to  our  own  unfortunate  brethren 
in  Russia,  who  will  not  have,  as  hereunto,  to  under- 
go nameless  privations  and  humiliations  on  their 
way  from  their  old  into  their  new  fatherland,  but 
will,  on  the  contrary,  be  treated  fraternally  through- 
out their  long  voyage,  and  be  enabled  to  live  ac- 
cording to  their  religious  customs.  I submit  it, 
thirdly,  to  the  American  government  and  American 
people,  both  of  whom  showed,  during  the  last  sixteen 
months,  an  epoch  marked  by  Secretary  Hay’s  Ru- 
manian note  at  the  one  end,  Carnegie’s  Educational 
League  speech  at  the  other,  that  they,  if  nobody  else, 
have  a heart  for  our  persecuted  brethren,  and  know 
how  to  appreciate  their  industry,  loyalty,  and  intel- 
lectual power.  Finally,  I submit  my  plan  to  the 
prosperous  and  free  Jews  of  western  Europe,  America, 
Australia,  and  South  Africa,  and  in  particular  to  the 


highest  financial  exponent  of  contemporaneous  Jewry,, 
the  Jewish  Colonization  Association. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  Dorshei  Zion  Society,, 
nobody  is  more  conscious  of  the  tremendous  difficul- 
ties of  such  a gigantic  scheme  than  myself,  but  you 
will  admit  with  me  that  the  main  conditions  for  the 
success  of  my  plan  are,  after  all,  not  impossible,  fan- 
tastic dreams,  but  within  the  reach  of  reality.  Who 
could  have  predicted  in  February  14,  1898,  that  the 
United  States  would,  a few  months  later,  be  in  pos- 
session of  the  Philippine  Islands  and  of  Porto  Rico, 
with  the  Spaniards  driven  back  to  their  bigoted  pen- 
insula? Who  was  or  were  the  prime  movers  of  this 
momentous  revolution  in  the  shaping  of  the  destinies 
of  mankind  for  centuries  to  come  ? The  scoundrel  or 
handful  of  scoundrels  who  blew  up  the  battleship 
A/aine,  February  15,  1898.  Our  Maine  is  Kishinef,  and 
its  instigators  and  perpetrators  de  Plehve,  Krushevan, 
and  Ustrugovv,  of  the  Moskwa'Inn,  and  the  cruel  mur- 
derers of  Gostinaja  street  may  become  the  involun- 
tary inaugurators  of  a new  happy  epoch,  not  only  in 
the  history  of  the  Russian  Jews,  but  also  of  Judaism 
and  humanity  at  large. 

And  now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  will  certainly 
ask  me  : Where  will  you  take,  my  dear  sir,  the  shekels 
for  this  enormous  undertaking  ? Being  no  Ghetto 
dreamer,  but  rather  a practical  man,  you  can  easily 
imagine  that  I thought  of  this  important  element  first. 
I did  what  one  busy  man  single-handed  could  do 
within  the  short  space  of  a few  months.  I launched 
my  two  percent,  idea — i.e.,  the  voluntary  giving  up, 
on  the  part  of  those  of  our  coreligionists  disposing  of 
an  annual  income  of  $1,200  and  more,  of  two  per  cent, 
of  their  revenues — through  the  medium  of  almost  the 
entire  press  of  the  United  States,  not  to  speak  of  the 
specific  Jewish  press  here  and  abroad. 

On  ne  prete  qu'attx  riches , as  the  French  say.  We 
can  only  hope  to  receive  the  $45,000,000  check  if  we 


ourselves  can  prove  to  the  gentlemen  in  Europe  that 
we  have  a solid  bank  account  of  our  own. 

And  now  I must  condemn  you,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, to  a short  treatise  in  Jewish  statistics  : There 
were  in  1880,  i.e.,  before  the  Russo-Rumanian  im- 
migration, in  round  figures,  230,000  Jews  in  the  United 
States,  i.e.,  about  50,000  families.  Since  it  has  been 
proven  by  Dr.  Lee  K.  Frankel,  the  manager  of  the 
Hebrew  United  Charities,  that  the  Jewish  immigrant, 
on  an  average,  becomes  self-supporting  after  five  years, 
we  may  reasonably  suppose  that  these  50,000  old 
settled  Jewish  families — having  meanwhile,  through 
natural  increase  (one  per  cent,  per  annum),  reached 
the  figure  of  60,000 — may  be  classed  among  the  well- 
to-do  of  this  country.  Is  it  too  much  to  suppose  that 
of  the  about  900,000  immigrants  of  1881-1903  and  their 
decendants  a sufficient  section  has  climbed  up  the 
financial  scale  to  complete  the  above  figure  of  60,000 
to  a round  100,000  well-to-do  Jewish  families?  An 
average  sacrifice  of  $1  a week  would  give  $5,000,000  a 
year.  I think,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  appro- 
priate to  handle  such  figures  on  Shekel-Day. 

The  whole  mystery  of  success  is  the  proper  organ- 
ization and  businesslike  management  of  this  vast 
undertaking. 

You  have  heard  enough  within  the  last  three  or  four 
months  about,  for  and  against,  Uganda,  so  that  I may 
be  allowed  to  skip  this  unfortunate  diplomatic  make- 
shift, which  has  been  imposed  upon  Herzl  after,  let  us 
say,  the  temporary  break-up  of  his  negotiations  with  the 
governments  of  the  Sultan  and  the  Khedive.  Your 
leaders  have  chased  precious  game;  but  in  spite  of  the 
hunters’  skill  and  perseverance,  the  beautiful  gazelle 
escaped  to  its  native  forests  in  the  Lebanon,  and  they 
were  invited  by  Chamberlain,  for  reasons  unintelligible 
to  me,  to  take  in  its  stead  the  rhinoceros  of  the  marshes 
of  Uganda.  All  the  East  African  talk  of  the  Sixth 
Congress  and  its  rhetorical  Afikomans  in  England  and 
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this  country  are  nothing  else  than  political  hunters' 
cant.  A good  gambler  confesses  his  defeat  in  a 
straightforward  way.  The  enthusiastic  and  honest 
Zionists,  i.e.,  those  who  are  fighting  only  for  the  wel- 
fare of  their  unhappy  brethren — and  Dorshei  Zion, 
I am  sure,  must  be  classed  among  them — are,  to  use 
a simile,  to  be  compared  to  the  “ schulklopfers  ” of 
olden  times.  You  called  the  entire  house  of  Israel 
“ auf  zu  Shacharit ! ” Israel  is  awake,  thanks  most 
to  your  efforts.  When  the  members  of  the  community 
are  putting  on  their  tefillin,  the  schulklopfer 
has  the  right  to  withdraw,  but,  if  he  chooses  so 
to  do,  he  is,  of  course,  welcomed  by  the  congre- 
gation to  join  in  the  service.  The  congregation 
in  our  case  is  the  Independent  Order  of  B’nai 
B’rith.  While  you  political  Zionists,  through  the  re- 
cent events,  have  lost  part  of  your  prestige,  the  I.  O. 
B.  B.,  on  the  other  hand,  through  its  wise  and  ener- 
getic intervention  in  the  Kishinef  affair,  has  come  to 
the  fore,  and  is  now  considered  by  universal  Jewry, 
here  and  in  Europe,  as  the  Jewish  organization  par 
excelle7ice.  What  the  Alliance  Israelite  Universelle 
was  called  upon  to  accomplish,  after  the  Damascus 
affair,  in  behalf  of  the  few  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Jews  of  the  Orient,  the  I.  O.  B.  B.  of  the  future,  in  its 
turn  the  natural  outcome  of  the  Kishinef  affair,  will 
have  to  do  for  the  6,000,000  victims  of  east  European 
slavery  and  misery.  The  old  Hebrew  saying,  “Israel 
does  not  remain  orphaned  for  a long  time,”  has  been 
confirmed  anew  through  the  unforeseen  prestige  the 
I.  O.  B.  B.  has  won  during  the  past  few  months,  while 
the  once  bright  star  of  political  Zionism  has  been 
darkened  by  the  black  cloud  of  Uganda. 

To  conclude  : Join  our  ranks  ; help  us  divide  up 
the  Jews  of  this  country  into  clubs,  lodges,  sections 
— the  name  is  indifferent — with  an  average  member- 
ship of  500.  Let  each  of  these  divisions  choose  four 
officers — a president,  a vice-president,  a secretary,  and 
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a treasurer,  the  first  representing  his  fellow  members 
in  the  future  Board  of  Jewish  Delegates  of  America, 
South  Africa,  and  Australia,  which  in  its  turn  has  to 
appoint  a sort  of  regular  Jewish  Cabinet  with  various 
departments  for  Russia,  Rumania,  Galicia,  etc.,  for 
immigration,  agriculture,  education,  and  so  on.  Of 
course,  every  one  of  our  Jewish  State  Ministers,  chiefs 
of  divisions,  etc.,  will  receive  a decent  salary,  first,  to 
enable  them  to  devote  their  whole  time  and  energy  to 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and,  secondly,  because 
we  wish  to  deal  with  men  who  are  responsible  to 
the  Jewish  people  for  their  actions,  thus  relieving 
our  leaders  of  the  present  easy  method  of  an  insulting 
threat  at  the  slightest  provocation  to  throw  up  their 
job.  We  Jewish  people  are  rich  enough  to  pay  for 
two  or  three  dozens  of  functionaries  working  for  our 
own  salvation  and  that  of  our  downtrodden  brethren. 
Should  the  American  Jews  object  to  the  plan  I have 
tried  to  sketch  before  you,  under  the  pretext  that 
they  do  their  full  duty  toward  their  respective  congre- 
gations in  building  splendid  temples  and  paying  royal 
salaries  to  rabbi  and  chazan,  then  I will  not  hesitate 
to  invite  our  friends  to  curtail  without  more  ado  our 
religious  budget  in  concentrating  our  congregational 
life  and  in  eventually  establishing  the  consistorial  sys- 
tem of  F ranee  and  Belgium.  The  Almighty  needs  not 
so  much  real  estate,  either  on  Fifth  Avenue  or  on 
East  Broadway.  He  is  the  Father  of  the  poor,  of  the 
widows  and  orphans,  and  we  will  certainly  act  accord- 
ng  to  His  intentions  in  selling  out,  if  necessary,  half  of 
:he  synagogs  of  the  United  States,  transporting  with 
:he  money  thus  obtained  the  victims  of  east  European 
barbarity  into  their  new  homes,  under  the  combined 
Drotection  of  the  Union  Jack  and  the  Star  Spangled 
Banner. 

At  this  early, merely  preliminary, and  academic  stage 
>f  the  enterprise  it  were  premature, even  ridiculous  on 
ny  part,  should  I attempt  to  explain  to  you  in  detail 
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how  the  prospective  twelve  steamers  of  the  Libau- 
Odessa-Panama  line  will  be  handled;  how  far  through 
their  carriage  of  freight  and  Gentile  and  non-emigrant 
Jewish  passengers  they  will  be  able  to  lower  the  price 
of  transport  for  the  emigrant  to  such  a rate  that  only 
real  paupers  would  be  debarred  from  the  new  homes 
of  Israel  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  in  South  Africa,  and 
Australia.  I wish,  before  thanking  you  for  the  kind- 
ness and  sympathy  with  which  you  have  listened  to  the 
somewhat  lengthy  exposition  of  my  plan,  to  say  only 
this  : If  carried  out,  the  plan  would  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent meet  not  only  the  emigration  policy  of  the  Russian 
government  and  the  Jews  of  eastern  Europe,  but  also 
the  immigration  policy  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Congress,  and  the  American  people — Gen- 
tile and  Jews  included.  The  natural  geographical 
center  of  the  Jewish  immigration  of  the  future  will  be 
Chicago,  where  the  dissatisfied  settlers  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  will  meet  their  West-bound  malcontent  brethren 
of  the  East. 

Narcisse  Leven,  president  of  the  Alliance  Israelite 
Universelle  and  of  the  Jewish  Colonization  Associa- 
tion, with  whom  I have  the  privilege  of  being  person- 
ally acquainted,  in  his  last  annual  message,  begged,  so 
to  speak,  for  a feasible  plan  how  to  solve,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all,  this  melancholy  Judeo-Russian  problem 
of  ours.  May  the  man  who  has  a controllingvote  in  the 
disposition  of  the  millions  of  Baron  de  Hirsch,  which 
belong  de  jure  to  the  Jews  of  Russia,  and  for  which  to 
get  a transfer  ticket  from  London  to  New  York  has  bej 
come  one  of  the  ambitions  of  my  life,  sympathetically 
listen  to  the  echo,  which  may  reach  him  undersea,  of 
the  discussion  which  is  going  on  this  afternoon  in  this 
modest  hall  of  the  Dorshei  Zion  Society  of  Brooklyn. 
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